Silverstone Classic: BRDC 500 for Pre-War Sportscars

The Pre-War race was won from pole by Gareth Burnett in his Alta Sports, who had stretched out a lead of 1min 33sec on the second-placed Frazer Nash Super Sports of Andrew Hall and Patrick Blakeney-Edwards by the time the flag fell. Close behind them was the Alfa 8C Monza of Peter Neumark and Simon Hope, with the Maeers/Gillett Frazer Nash Super Sports in fourth, and the Chilcott/Stretton Alta Sports in fifth.

But it was the rest of the 50-strong field of hugely varied pre-War sports cars, where the race order chopped and changed with startling frequency, that made the 55-minute race such a delight for spectators.

Nor was it just the class-winning cars that deserved applause. Take, for example, the Aston Martin Le Mans of Simon Baldwin and James Blake-Baldwin, which has suffered terrible differential problems this year (they’re on their fifth diff, we’re told). Unable to complete the three laps of qualifying, and hence starting from the back of the 50-car grid, the crew spent the hours before the race with their heads buried in the back of the car… only to fly through the field to finish a superb 9th overall.

And then there was the Stutz Pikes Peake Special of John Guyatt and Colin Warrington, the huge black 4.9-litre car from 1929 that always attracts such interest from curious onlookers. Untested since a recent rebuild and anticipating all sorts of problems, the Stutz ran perfectly (except for a gearlever which broke off in practice and was welded back on) to qualify 24th and finish 16th overall. Or what about the Talbot 105 of Malcolm Verey and Mark Gibbon? This was Gibbon’s very first drive in a pre-War car – and while the Talbot might not have scooped any pots this time, the pair’s broad grins showed they were delighted to finish 29th in a very challenging race.

Also attracting much interest was the number of female drivers – from Holly Mason, whose Aston Martin Ulster (shared with Charles Knill-Jones) was driven to 6th place overall and 3rd in class, to Rachel Singer, who drove (along with her father, Adam) a Blower Bentley that was itself owned and driven in period by a woman. Emma-Jane Gilbart-Smith’s BMW Frazer Nash 319 sadly met a problem in qualifying and was unable to complete a lap of the race but Jane Varley, co-driving with Richard Lake, took her Aston Martin Speed Model to 10th place overall – and won her class.

Meanwhile, the other class winner not yet mentioned was the Morgan 4-4LM of John Clarke and Peter Horsman, which took first place in the under-1100cc category.

The next Motor Racing Legends Pre-War Sports Car race is at the VSCC meeting at Donington Park, 5-6 September 2009.

Entry forms, and further information, will soon be available from www.motorracinglegends.com. Or contact Duncan Wiltshire, at Motor Racing Legends, Woodbine Farm, Thorndon, Eye, Suffolk IP23 7JJ. Tel +44 (0)1379 678101. E-mail: enquiries@motorracinglegends.com. 
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