Silverstone Classic: Woodcote Trophy Sees Drama from the Outset

The drama started early in the Royal Automobile Club Woodcote Trophy, the race organised by Motor Racing Legends for pre-1956 sportscars, when the pole-sitting Jaguar D-type of Peter Neumark blew its engine on the second lap. Neumark coasted safely to a stop but, unfortunately, left a thick trail of oil across the racing line at Maggots which caused several cars to spin – the D-type of Ben Eastick among them. Meanwhile, David Bennett’s Aston Martin DB3S and Eddie McGuire’s Gordini T23S had a coming together, which put the Gordini out of the race. 

The safety car came out while the oil was cleared – and then, at last, the magnificent, 48-strong grid was able to settle down to some serious racing.

With Neumark out of the running, the battle for the lead was between the Maserati 250SI of Marc Devis, and the Jaguar D-type of Gavin Pickering and Spencer Marsh. It was a close-run thing: in the closing stages of the race, Marsh was caught napping and the Maserati went roaring by… only for Marsh to get back in the running and retake the lead in time for the chequered flag, finishing just 2.8 seconds ahead of Devis at the end of the one-hour race. 

In third place was the Eastick D-type, now with Tony Dron at the wheel. Dron, who had never raced a D-type before, put in a flying performance as soon as he came out of the pits and scooped the fastest lap of the race on his first full circuit. Unable to catch the leaders in the time available, he finished 24 seconds behind Devis’s Maserati. 

It was a great race, too, for the Ferrari 750 Monzas. Carlos Monteverde and Gary Pearson took their 750 Monza to fourth overall, while the Frankel brothers, Richard and Andrew, finished sixth in their similar car. Between the two Ferraris was the Lotus X of Adrian Hall and Nick Adams.

Other class winners included the Allard J2X of Chris Phillips and Rick Bourne; the intriguingly pretty Lister Bristol of Stephen Bond, which has been rebuilt over the last 12 months from a restoration project purchased at auction; and musician Chris Rea, who had a great time in the Lotus Mk 6 he shared with Richard Hodson, finishing first in Class 1 (for drum-braked cars up to 1500cc) and 23rd overall. He only just made it, though: Rea and Hodson were just 89 thousandths of a second ahead of the Connaught ALSR of Stephen and Ben Gibson.

The last word goes to Tony Smith, whose Maserati 300S started from the back of the grid due to a problem in qualifying, and who worked his way determinedly up the field to finish third in class – and tenth overall. 

The next Royal Automobile Club Woodcote Trophy race is at the VSCC meeting at Donington Park, 5-6 September 2009.

Entry forms, and further information, will soon be available from www.motorracinglegends.com. Or contact Duncan Wiltshire, at Motor Racing Legends, Woodbine Farm, Thorndon, Eye, Suffolk IP23 7JJ. Tel +44 (0)1379 678101. E-mail: enquiries@motorracinglegends.com. 

Notes to Editors: 
For further press information on Motor Racing Legends, please contact: 

Charis Whitcombe, Mob: 07977 500693

Email: charisw@clara.co.uk 
