Stirling Moss Trophy at the Silverstone Classic

Silverstone 25 July 2010

The outcome of the Stirling Moss Trophy race for genuine, pre-1961 sportscars and sports-racers changed dramatically in the final few laps of the hour-long race. From the start, Jamie McIntyre took full advantage of his Lister Knobbly’s pole position to pull out a convincing lead on the rest of the field.

By lap 21, this lead had built to more than 20 seconds over the second car in the field – none other than the Lotus 15 of Jamie’s brother Ewan. However, the result was decided when a fuel pump problem for Jamie’s Lister gave Ewan exactly the opportunity he needed, and he wasted no time in sweeping through to take the lead – just before a mercifully short safety car period four laps from the end. Now struggling to maintain his laptimes, Jamie ultimately dropped to sixth, allowing the father-and-son team of Alan and Jason Minshaw in their Maserati T61 ‘Birdcage’ to finish second, scarcely more than one second ahead of the fabulous Lister Costin of Andrew Garner and Gary Pearson.
In fourth place was the famous, 1959 Le Mans-winning Aston Martin DBR1, driven by the 1970 Le Mans winner Richard Attwood and – in his first race at the wheel of this car – Bobby Verdon-Roe, while the Wood/McCaig Lister Jaguar Knobbly was the other car to make it past Jamie as a result of his fuel pump woes.

That late safety car period was triggered when Charles McCabe rolled his Cooper T39 Bobtail between Bridge and Priory. Remarkably unhurt, McCabe was soon out of the damaged car and safely over the barrier, enabling the safety car to withdraw with just two laps to go.
The race was notable, too, for the number of father-and-son pairings: from the second-placed Minshaws in their Maserati Birdcage and the Ferrari 500TRC of the Cottinghams, to the Lotus 17 Prototype of Gabriel and Dion Kremer... along with another two family pairings that each won their class – Ron and Malcolm Gammons in their Lotus XI LM150, and Chris and Ollie Phillips in their Lola Mk1 Prototype. 

Other class winners were Stephen Bond in his Lister Bristol and Simon Edwards in his Rejo Mk4.

The Stirling Moss Trophy is run by Motor Racing Legends and supported by JD Classics. For more information, please see www.motorracinglegends.com.
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