Motor Racing Legends at the VSCC SeeRed Meeting, Donington, 5th September 2009

Pre-War Racing Into the Dark

This was the last race on the Saturday of the VSCC SeeRed meeting at Donington, with just one more day to go before the race circuit would close, to be dug up and reinvented as a modern Grand Prix circuit. As if that weren’t atmospheric enough, the race programme was running late and a seven o’clock twilight had fallen over the track, even as the Motor Racing Legends Pre-War Sports Car racers lined up on the grid. 

The pole-placed Alta Sports of Gareth Burnett failed to take the start, and hence it was Charles Gillett’s Frazer Nash which led the field into the dusk on the first lap. 

As the one-hour race progressed and the dusk thickened, more and more of the pre-War racers turned on their headlights. For many, ‘night’ racing was a new – and unexpected! – experience. 

“There is a particular challenge to night racing,” said Motor Racing Legends’ Duncan Wiltshire, who was himself driving a Bentley 3 Litre in the race. “For those who are not used to it, the really tricky bit is to spot the headlights in the mirror and work out if they belong to a backmarker you’ve just lapped, or a hot-shoe about to come past you at full pelt.”

As it was, the lead of the race became a hugely entertaining battle between two Frazer Nashes: that of Charles Gillett, who eventually proved the victor, and that of Patrick Blakeney-Edwards and Andrew Hall. Originally down to drive with Justin Maeers, Gillett drove (and won) the full race himself as – given the lateness of the hour – his co-driver had gone home! After a fearsome scrap, Blakeney-Edwards and Hall had to settle for an honourable second place, ahead of Jim Campbell’s equally well-driven Aston Martin MkII which came third.

Other class winners included Clive Morley’s Bentley 3/4½ Litre – which swept not only to class victory but to an impressive fourth overall; and the Talbot 105 of Adrian van der Kroft. In Class 1, for cars up to 1100cc, there were no finishers!

Finally, the real heroes of the day were the track marshals who generously stayed to see the race through to its 8pm conclusion; and to them, a huge thank you is due. 

The next Motor Racing Legends Pre-War Sports Cars race is at the Spa Six-Hours Meeting, 25-27 September 2009. Entry forms, and further information, are available from www.motorracinglegends.com. Or contact Duncan Wiltshire, at Motor Racing Legends, Woodbine Farm, Thorndon, Eye, Suffolk IP23 7JJ. Tel +44 (0)1379 678101. E-mail: enquiries@motorracinglegends.com. 

Notes to Editors: 
For further press information on Motor Racing Legends, please contact: 

Charis Whitcombe, Mob: 07977 500693

Email: charisw@clara.co.uk 
