Motor Racing Legends at the VSCC SeeRed Meeting, Donington, 5th September 2009

BRDC Historic Sportscars’ Battle of the Brothers

It was a remarkable battle between the McIntyre brothers, Ewan and Jamie, which was the highlight of the BRDC Historic Sportscars race at SeeRed Donington. While this is not the first time the brothers have diced closely on track, it’s worth noting that Ewan – in his little Lotus 15 – has never managed to beat the powerful grunt of Jamie’s larger, heavier Lister Knobbly. Not until Donington, anyway.

Ewan and Jamie McIntyre started the race from 6th and 8th on the grid, respectively, with Graham Dodd’s Cooper Monaco on pole. Dodd had gearbox trouble off the line, however, and retired after five laps. It was Gary Pearson’s Lister Costin which grabbed the lead from the start, with the McIntyres giving chase. Ewan challenged Gary hard but never quite managed to get ahead.

At the halfway stage, Gary pitted to hand over to Andrew Garner, who shot back into the fray only to have the steering rack go spookily adrift. A mounting had become detached, making it almost impossible for Andrew to turn right (something of a snag on a clockwise circuit), but he struggled back to the pits even so, to retire.

That gave the McIntyres the chance they’d needed to move to the front and they seized it instantly. From then on, for a large chunk of the race, the two brothers were at it hammer and tongs, Ewan gradually gaining more advantage as the heavier Lister’s tyres began to wear. When they crossed the line for the final time, Ewan was leading Jamie by just 1.61 seconds – not much after a full hour’s racing, but enough to claim victory from his brother for the very first time!

Even the third-placed car, the Lister Knobbly of Tony Wood and Alasdair McCaig, was a lap down on the winning pair after being mercilessly hounded by the Lister Costin of Carlos Monteverde and Gary Pearson, who had switched cars after handing over to Garner. The Wood/McCaig Knobbly finished 30 seconds ahead of the Costin but, after an hour-long battle and with a very determined Pearson at the wheel, the Knobbly was closing fast. Had the race been much longer, the fourth-placed pairing could well have made it onto the podium.

As well as finishing 1-2 overall, Ewan and Jamie McIntyre won their respective classes, while other class winners included James Paterson’s Lotus XI, the Lotus XVII of Jim Woodley and Ian Rowley, and the Cooper Bobtail of John and Chris Clark.

The next BRDC Historic Sportscars race is at the Spa Six-Hours Meeting, 25-27 September 2009. Entry forms, and further information, are available from www.motorracinglegends.com. Or contact Duncan Wiltshire, at Motor Racing Legends, Woodbine Farm, Thorndon, Eye, Suffolk IP23 7JJ. Tel +44 (0)1379 678101. E-mail: enquiries@motorracinglegends.com. 
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